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Pasadena Unified School District 

District Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 8, 2021, 5:30 p.m. 

Held virtually via WebEx 

 

In Attendance:   

 Jennifer Higginbotham, Blair DAC Rep. and DAC Chair 

 Julie Flad, SSC & DAC Rep., PHS & SMMS, DAC Vice Chair 

 Bryant Mathews, Field SSC Chair and DAC Secretary 

 Kirsten Jackson, Hamilton, DAC Assistant Secretary 

 Bernadette Cole, Blair SSC Chair and DAC Parliamentarian 
 

 Kim Kenne, Board Member 
 

 Leslie Barnes, Chief Business Officer 

 Elizabeth Blanco, Chief Academic Officer 

 Tenjadi Jamal, Chief Technology Officer 

 Leonard Hernandez, Director of Maintenance and Operations 

 David Rennie, PUSD State & Federal Programs 

 Angela Child, PUSD State & Federal Programs 

 Suzanne Berberian, Office of Family & Community Engagement 

 Lawton Gray, III, Principal, Muir 

 Angela Baxter, Principal, Willard 

 Roberto Hernandez, Principal, Pasadena High School 
 

 Maria Chavez de Gonzalez, Washington Elementary DAC Rep. 

 Marc Karish, Marshall SSC Chair 

 Carol Gerber, SSC staff member from Washington STEAM, Sr. Clerk Typist 

 Sean Murray, Hamilton DAC Rep 

 Deborah Pandullo, Webster 

 Susan Hunter, Norma Coombs SSC Chair 

 Panagiota Regopoulos, Altadena Arts Magnet 

 Jessica Comfort, Altadena Arts Magnet 

 Lindsay Lewis, Sierra Madre Elementary 

 Sandra Baneulos, Jackson 

 Begonia Bautista, Eliot 

 Judy McKinley 

 Connie De La Torre 

 Gloria Aguirre 

 Dana Hill 

 Jane Potelle 

 Jonathan Gardner 

 Lisa Cavelier 



2 
 

1. Call to order / Introductions (5:35)  
 

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes (5:40)  
Moved by Kirsten Jackson, seconded by Bernadette Cole, approved unanimously. 

3. Facilities & COVID-19 Safety Plan for Reopening In-Person Instruction (5:44) 

Leslie Barnes, Chief Business Officer 
Leonard Hernandez, Director of Maintenance and Operations 
 

 High touch surfaces cleaned multiple times per day 

 Classrooms fogged every evening 

 Soap and paper towels in classrooms, restrooms, common areas 

 Disinfectant logs in classrooms, restrooms, and offices 

 Desks 6 feet apart 

 Ventilation/filtration 

o ASHRAE recommends highest MERV for an air conditioner filter 

o Upgraded AC filters from MERV 6 to MERV 10 

o If below 13, recommended to add an air purifier to the classroom 

o Have purchased a commercial grade air purifier for every classroom 

 Turns over air 5+ times per hour 

 Captures 99.97% of contaminants  

 Rated for rooms up to 1400 sq ft, average classroom is 900 sq ft 

 Filters last about 6 months, we have purchased extra filters 

o Q: What chemical is used for fogging.  A: SpectraKill 

o Q: What is done with the filled log sheets?  A: Head custodians maintain a record. 

o All our sites have functioning HVAC systems.  Some sites have window units.  We are 

reviewing these sites with a vendor to look at increasing flow of air from outside. 

o Q: Are older sites’ HVAC systems still working well?  A: Efficiency review with 

outside vendor.  If they are found deficient, we will correct as necessary.  Only site 

getting a new system as of now is PHS.  Chiller is in the process of being changed.  

Looking to get that replaced prior to student arrival.   

o HVAC air mixture has been adjusted to bring in more outside air.   

o We have replaced all of the filters over the last couple of months.  Have a contract 

for those to be changed quarterly.  Notification is sent to the principal.   

 Live Q & A: 

o Q: Will teachers be given instructions on how to use the air purifiers?  A: Guidance 

will be attached to the air purifiers.  They are activated by movement.  Custodians 

will also be trained on the settings. 

o Q: Will results of ASHRAE inspections be available to the public?  A: Yes. 

o Q: Are we considering CO2 monitors for the classrooms and reimbursement for any 

ventilation improvements with the upcoming SEES program? 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/school-energy-

efficiency-stimulus-sees-program-assembly-bill-841  A: Yes, we are.  We’ve heard 

that we are eligible for between 22 and 24 million dollars.  For CO2, depends on 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/school-energy-efficiency-stimulus-sees-program-assembly-bill-841
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/school-energy-efficiency-stimulus-sees-program-assembly-bill-841
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what our reviews look like.  If we’re not finding an issue in a classroom, there would 

be no need to put a monitor in.   

o Q: what funding source are you suggesting that SSC to use to purchase water 

bottles?  A: I’ll work with David [Rennie] on that.   

o Q: How big does the classroom has to be to maintain the 4 feet distance between 

students and still be able to have 14 students plus teacher in classroom?  A: We are 

looking to have 6 feet.  Up to 556 square feet can allow up to 16 students.  It 

depends on the classroom and furniture. 

o Q: What is the name of the chemical fogging agent?  A: SpectraKill. 

o Q: Can you explain again the recommended types of water bottles for SSCs to 

purchase? Individual bottles or like a Sparklett's unit in the class?  A: Water bottles.  

We’re asking students to bring a water container, and then we can refill from water 

bottles as needed.   

o Q: If the HEPA filter air cleaners will remove 99.97% of aerosols, why is fogging 

needed? Will classrooms be aired out after fumigation?  A: Just to sanitize and 

purify the classroom—it touches all surfaces.   

o Q: With HS athletes returning to campus, will athletes be tested weekly?  A: Yes, 

with weekly testing, they don’t have to be tested right before the game.  If they’re 

playing games, they will be getting tested weekly (contact supports).   

o Q: How should we expect to be notified if there is a positive case?  What should 

parents and staff expect?  A: Question for Health Services or HR.  Blanco: People 

that need to know, who have been in contact, will be notified.  COVID dashboard 

will show cases per school.   

o Q: Is there a consistent District contact tracing protocol?  A: Yes, Johns Hopkins 

certification.  Isolation of area, screen people before and after.  

o Q: What should a parent expect when they bring their child on campus?  Baxter:  

Multiple entrances for a safe, staggered schedule.  Screening questions.  Child taken 

to classroom.  Plan will shift a little when we have more numbers on campus.  

Parents do not come onto campus.   

o Q: When will the Covid Dashboard be on the PUSD website?  Jamal: PUSD’s COVID 

Dashboard will be posted on Friday. 

o Q: Do you expect that students will behave differently based on their age group?  A: 

Kindgarteners are very respectful, know they have to have their mask on, keep their 

six feet.   

o Q: If children are more likely to be asymptomatic doesn't that indicate that 

temperature checks are only marginally effective. Regular covid testing would be 

more conclusive.  Blanco: That’s why we’ll have regular testing too.  Barnes: If we 

didn’t do temperature checks, people would be uncomfortable, so we’re doing 

both.   

o Q: Is there a plan yet for grades 6-12?  A:  We had a plan to open in January.  Things 

have changed, so we need to figure out some more things.  Electives, etc.  As things 

change, we keep adapting.   
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o Q: Outdoor classrooms?  A: We put tents up for LEARNS when it had to be outdoors.  

Now that LEARNS has been given classrooms, we’ve kept those tents up in case 

teachers would like to sign them out for class sessions.   

o Q: How do they do the synchronous instruction in the tents?  A: Wifi has been 

updated.   

o Q: Do children who stay for LEARNS mix with children from other classrooms?  

Blanco: That is to be determined, at this time not recommended. 

o Jamal:  Indoor wireless is in the final stages of being updated. Outdoor wireless will 

be done as part of the new bond measure. 

o Q: Given that kindergarteners haven’t yet learned how to operate in school, will 

teachers be able to help them to do that while simultaneously teaching the students 

who remain at home?  They may need to be able to step away from the camera.  

Blanco:  Those are valid points, we’re doing the best that we can.   

o Q: Dr. Gray, anything you want to share about secondary & athletes?  A: I appreciate 

the parents’ and students’ understanding, because things do keep changing at a 

moment’s notice.  It’s really important that parents have grace with teachers, as we 

hope teachers do with students.  Thanks to those who helped secure Rose Bowl for 

our football games.   

o Q: Roberto Hernandez (PHS), anything you would like to add?  A: Our focus is trying 

to figure out return plans, but also how we can honor our seniors and the work they 

have done over the past four years.  There’s so much up in the air right now—tier 

level, etc.  We’ll figure it out and make it work.  We want to be very welcoming to 

our students and parents when they do come back on campus.   

o Q: TJ, any updates on wifi upgrades?  Can outdoor tents accommodate synchronous 

instruction?  A: Indoor wireless upgrade is underway.  Multigig access points to 

support traditional classrooms.  Have been able to throttle outer perimeter to get 

some bleed-over access outside.  With new bond measure, we’ll actually have 

outdoor access points that will blanket outdoor areas on campus.   

 

4. Board Update (6:50) 

Kim Kenne, PUSD Board Member 

 

 We should be going into Red Tier in LA County soon, either with the old system or the new 

one (which takes into account vaccines).  This gives the ability to open secondary schools.   

 At the Board Meeting this week, we’ll be approving the second interim budget, looking at 

multi-year projections.  Some discussion on transparent budget.   

 Committee meeting on 18th on transparent budget.   

 Regular board meeting on the 25th.   

 We are often told why we can’t do something because there is not enough money.  This is 

hard because we don’t really know exactly where the money is and what it is being spent on 

currently.  That is why we are having this committee, to make sure that our budget reflects 

our values.   

 Consolidated application says how we are spending Title I money.  District carried over $1.2 

million from last year.  Sites might be looking at carrying over amounts this year as well.  
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Let’s think about where that money will be going in the future.  I prefer for that money to go 

to the school sites.   

 Not all of our Title I schools are running a school-wide program.  Default is targeted 

assistance.  Money has to be targeted to specific students.  There is more flexibility with a 

schoolwide program.  Blair, Muir, Marshall, I think PHS are still labeled as targeted 

assistance.  Hopefully we are staying within the guidelines for that.   

 CSI money—I thought that each CSI school was being given their own money for the council 

to use.  But it’s being held in a central fund, and as sites approve projects, then the funds 

are being moved into the site’s budget.  DAC as a whole should be looking at how we’re 

spending DAC and Title I money.   

 Curious about amount of LCFF money going to sites.  Going back four or five years, per pupil 

amount was over $300 per pupil in 15/16 or 16/17.  Projected for this year or next year, only 

$175 per pupil.  There may not be enough money for everything, but where do we want to 

spend the money we do have?   

 Q: Is it acceptable to spend site funds on training for teachers?  Rennie:  Generally, yes.  It 

depends, there may be conditions depending on the source of funds.  If Title I, must connect 

back into the classroom.  S & C, must be principally directed to meeting the needs of 

unduplicated students.  What’s good for one group of students is often good for all 

students.   

 Q: When is the last day principals can submit requisitions for spending money for this year?  

A: If it hasn’t been placed into a SPSA that is Board-approved, that can be tricky.  Most 

principals have a date of April 1.  Can be fudged a little in certain situations.   

 

5. Reminders from Chair (7:05) 

 DAC webpage https://www.pusd.us/Page/3655  

 Next DAC meeting is scheduled for Monday, 4/12 

 

6. Meeting Adjourned (7:07) 

Moved by Bernadette Cole, seconded by Kirsten Jackson, approved unanimously 

 

 

https://www.pusd.us/Page/3655

